Aetat. 3.]       Anecdotes of Johnson's childhood,                39
years old. My grandfather Hammond observed him at the cathedral perched upon his father's shoulders, listening and gaping at the much celebrated preacher. Mr. Hammond asked Mr. Johnson how he could possibly think of bringing such an infant to church, and in the midst of so great a croud. He answered, because it was impossible to keep him at home; for, young as he was, he believed he had caught the publick spirit and zccil for Sacheverel, and would have staid for ever in the church, satisfied with beholding him1.'
Nor can I omit a little instance of that jealous independence of spirit, and impetuosity of temper, which never forsook him. The fact was acknowledged to me by himself, upon the authority of his mother. One day, when the servant who used to be sent to school to conduct him home, had not come in time, he set out by himself, though he was then so near-sighted, that he was obliged to stoop down on his hands and knees to take a view of the kennel before he ventured to step over it. His schoolmistress, afraid that he might miss his way, or fall into the kennel, or be run over by a cart, followed him at some distance. He happened to turn about and perceive her. Feeling her careful attention as an insult to his manliness, he ran back to her in a rage, and beat her, as well as his strength would permit.
Of the power of his memory, for which he was all his life eminent to a degree almost incredible2, the following early instance was told me in his presence at Lichficld, in 1776, by his 'step-daughter, Mrs. Lucy Porter, as related to her by his mother.
1 Mr. Crokcr disbelieves the story     the   main  correct.    Sacheverel was
altogether.   'Sacheverel,'he says,'by     received in Lichficld in 1710 on his
his sentence pronounced in Feb. 1710,     way down to Shropshire to take pos-
was interdicted for three years from     session of a living.    At the end of
preaching; so that he could not have     the  suspension   in March 1713 he
preached at Lichfield while Johnson     preached a sermon  in London, for
was under three years of age.   Sache-     which, as  he   told  Swift, 'a book-
verel, indeed, made a triumphal pro-     seller gave him ^100, intending to
gress through the midland counties     print   30,000'   (Swift's Journal   to
in 1710; and it appears by the books     Slella,  April 2, 1713).    It is likely
of the corporation of Lichfield that lie     enough that cither on his way up to
was received in that town, and com-     town   or  on  his  return journey he
plimented by the attendance of the     preached at Lichfield.   In the spring
Corporation, " and a present of three     of  1713   Johnson  was  three  years
dozen of wine," on June  16,  1710;     old.
but then  "the  infant Hercules of        * See/wr/, p. 48, and April 2 5, 1778,
Toryism" was just nine months old.'     note ;  and Boswcll's Hebrides, Oct.
It is quite possible that the story is in     28, 1773.
Whenugh.' Annals,         ' Sec post, March 27, 1775.
